
 

Todd Academy 2018-2019 
Technology 7 Elective 

Mr. Abell 
 

Welcome to the Technology Elective.  The purpose of this letter is to give a rough overview of 

the course and to outline some major expectations.  I aim to promote a fair and safe learning 

environment in which all students can succeed, feel valued, and gain a sense of pride and 

accomplishment.  To this end, I have a few basic classroom guidelines that I ask the students to 

reflect upon and follow: 
Respect 

Follow the general school rules 
Follow the specific Tech Lab rules 

Have fun 
Be safe 

 
Course Description:  The Technology Wheel is designed to introduce basic and advanced 

computer skills and applications in a computer lab setting.  Students will learn basic operating 

techniques on many desktop and web-based applications, and use these in both a task-oriented 

and problem-solving setting.  Topics covered will include acceptable use, digital citizenry, cyber 

safety, and media literacy.  Tools incorporated will encourage productivity, communication, and 

collaboration skills.  The semesters will have separate focuses which will include:  Introduction to 

Technology, 3D Design and Printing, Coding/Video Game Design, and Robotics.  After 

completion of cyber safety and basic operation instruction, students will work on organized and 

assigned projects in both a solo and a group setting. 

 
Themes we will be exploring as we develop our media skills and work to engage in a 

participatory culture of 21st century learning: 
  Play     Performance 
  Simulation    Appropriation 
  Distributed Cognition  Collective Intelligence 
  Judgment    Transmedia Navigation 
  Networking    Negotiation 

 
Behavior:  Students are expected to behave properly, attend class regularly, and follow 

directions.  All Tech Lab rules will be taught and will be followed.  All school rules will be 

followed.  Computers and equipment will not be intentionally misused. 
 
Respect and acceptable use are the top priorities in the Tech Lab.  The following consequences 

will follow if a student continues to break the class safety rules: 
First time -    Verbal warning 

 Second time -   Student will be pulled from work station to discuss  
infraction 

Third time -   Student will be given a referral to the office, lose  
lab privileges and parent will be contacted. 

Major offences, such as fighting, defiance, and major disrespect towards others will of course 

result in immediate administrative referral and/or removal from class. 

 

Students are expected to reflect upon and follow the tenants of the Todd Way, and to be aware of 

the school’s progressive discipline policies. 

 
 

 

 

 



Grading Policy:  Grades will be determined on a weighted mix of:   Projects – 40%, 

Assessments – 20%, Participation – 20%, Project Reflection – 20%. 
 

90-100% = A  80-89% = B 70-79% = C 60-69% = D 59% and lower = F 
 

Most all work will be graded on a rubric and will also be given a point value.  Point values will 

vary project to project.  More on this to follow.   
 
Materials:  Most of our work will be digital in nature.  You are required to purchase a 

plastic/poly/paper 2-pocket portfolio with prongs.  Anything else will be covered by materials 

you will already have for your core classes (i.e. pencils, pens, etc.) or will be provided by the 

instructor.  The grade level supply list already asks you to have a personal flash drive. 

 

Access:  The Junior High team will be open for Office Hours on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of 

every month between the hours of 7:45 - 8:20.  In addition to this, the Tech classroom will be 

available by appointment through Mr. Abell.  Please use these times for extra work and help. 

 
Acceptable Use Policy:  The Technology Elective is a bit different from the other courses 

offered at Todd.  Participation requires the student not only to receive classroom and 

demonstration instruction, but also to engage in projects that involve web interaction through the 

collaborative use of computers, the internet, their instructor, and their fellow classmates.  Even 

though appropriate use, cyber safety, and cyber bullying topics will be taught and emphasized 

throughout the year, the instructor wishes to emphasize that our technology use policies will be 

based on the premise that students need to: 

 
   Learn how to be responsible users. 
   Learn to make informed choices. 
   Be held accountable for their behavior. 

 
We aim to protect our students from harmful content and regulate student use so they do not harm 

one another or interfere with the school program.  We also aim to provide students with good 

access to digital media to support engaged learning. 

 
Please help by accepting the seriousness of Corona-Norco Unified School District’s Acceptable 

Use Policy, and all of our roles, as students, parents, guardians, and teachers, in emphasizing the 

importance of and in enforcing acceptable use. 
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  Email generally works best. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sean Abell 
Todd Academy Tech Lab 
sean.abell@cnusd.k12.ca.us 
915-736-7035 ext. 78158 

 
Please fill out the following and return this sheet to class.  By signing below, you are acknowledging receipt of this 

syllabus and that you have reviewed its contents.  This signed copy will be kept on file in the classroom.  A digital 

version will be available through the class website. 

 

 

Student Name (Please Print):  ________________________________________ Period:  _____________ 

 

 

 

Student Signature:  _________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________ 


